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HUNGARY (MAGYARORSZAG) 

The Magyars appear to have been members of the Khazar confederacy until the early 9 th century. Ethnically, 
this people came to include both Finnish (the Magyars) and Turkic (the Onogurs) elements, sharing the latter 
with the Bulgar states and the long gone Huns. In the early 9 th century the Hungarians settled somewhere 
between the Lower Danube and the Dnieper, and acted as allies or federates of the Bulgarians until 895, when 
they were enlisted by Byzantium to attack Bulgaria. Eventually defeated by an alliance of Bulgarians and 
Pecenegs, the Hungarians migrated to their modern homeland on the Middle Danube. Here they destroyed 
Great Moravia and established a principality under the leadership of Arpad, the son of a certain Almos, 
descended from Attila. 1 Although Arpad and his descendants claimed primacy over other Hungarian clans, 
some of these effectively escaped such control, for example by serving as federates of neighboring states like 
Bulgaria. Christianity was adopted by Geza and his son Istvan I at the end of the 1 o th century, and Istvan I was 
crowned king with the authorization of both pope and emperor in 1001. Istvan I succeeded in establishing royal 
control over the autonomous chieftains of Hungarian clans throughout Pannonia and the Carpathian Basin. In 
the 11 th century Hungary reached most of its medieval territorial extent, comprising what are now Hungary, 
Slovakia, parts of Austria and Croatia, and the part of Romania north and west of the Carpathians. 

After the death of Istvan I in 1038, Germans and then Byzantines intervened in Hungarian politics, but the 
Arpad house retained control and pursued an expansionist policy. Laszlo I and Kalman annexed Croatia at the 
end of the 11 th century, uniting it in a personal union with Hungary that lasted until 1918. While he pursued an 
aggressive foreign policy, Andras II was forced to concede privileges to the nobility in a Golden Bull (1222), and 
Bela IV could not prevent his country’s devastation by the Mongols (1241). The extinction of the Arpad house 
in 1301 caused a further weakening of royal authority during the struggle for the throne between the Premyslids 
of Bohemia, Wittelsbachs of Bavaria, and Angevins of Naples. The last of these houses succeeded in keeping the 
throne and Karoly I gradually subdued the nobility. His son Lajos I asserted himself against Venice in Dalmatia, 
temporarily expanded his suzerainty over further parts of the Balkans, Wallachia, and Moldavia, and in 1370— 
1382 took over Galicia after succeeding to the throne of Poland. This high point passed with the extinction of 
the male line of Angevins and the division of the inheritance between Lajos’ daughters. Through marriage the 
throne passed to the houses of Luxemburg (1387) and Habsburg (1438), until a rival faction elected the 
Jagiellonian king of Poland (1440). All of these rulers had to face the mounting threat posed by the Ottoman 
Turks, but two anti-Ottoman crusades (in 1396 and 1444) failed. 

The election of a strong “national” king in the person of Matyas I in 1458 brought effective leadership and 
stability to the realm. Matyas I promoted scholarship, the arts, and introduced a new law code. He established a 
standing army and expanded both into the Balkans and at the expense of Bohemia and Austria to the west. On 
the death of Matyas the nobility elected as king the complacent king of Bohemia and sought further privileges. A 
double marriage alliance with the Habsburgs paved the way to the Habsburg succession on the throne of 
Hungary after the premature death of young Lajos II in the battle of Mohacs in 15 26. The Habsburg succession 
was contested, however, by a “national” party, which elected Janos Szapolyai as king and obtained Ottoman 
support. In effect Hungary was divided in three, with western Hungary and Slovakia under the Habsburgs, 
central Hungary under Ottoman rule, and Transylvania under Szapolyai. Although after 1570 the Habsburgs 
remained the only claimants to the throne, and in 1688 the royal succession was once again defined as 
hereditary, it was only in the early 18 th century that they managed to assert their control over the entire 
traditional territory of Hungary. Brewing Hungarian nationalism led to a rebellion during which the Habsburgs 
were deposed and a republican regime set up in 1849. With Russian support Habsburg rule was restored, and in 
1867 a compromise (the Ausgleich ) formally granted Hungary special semi-independent status within the 
Habsburg Empire, thereafter known as Austria-Hungary. 

However, this compromise did not redress the similar national aspirations of the Slavs of Bohemia, Slovakia, 
Croatia, and other provinces within either half of the empire. This led to the Sarajevo assassination of the heir- 
apparent Franz Ferdinand and the outbreak of the World War I in 1914. As part of the losing alliance, Hungary 
was stripped of Slovakia, Transylvania, the Banat, and Croatia, while the last Habsburg emperor Karl I was 
deposed as king and replaced by an unstable republic in 1918. The monarchy was restored in 1920, but foreign 
pressure prevented a Habsburg restoration and the house of Habsburg was formally rejected in 1921. Hungary 


1 Almos is identified with the Volga Bulgar ruler Almij, also a descendant of Attila, by the Dzagfar Tarihy. 
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was left a kingdom without a king until 1944, and was governed by the regency of admiral Miklos Horthy de 
Nagybanya, who was in turn ousted towards the end of World War II. 

The rulers of Hungary bore the titles of duke/prince (fejedelem) and then king (kirdly). The German names 
of those kings who were also rulers of the Holy Roman and Austrian empires are added in italics. 

Dukes or princes of Hungary 

House of Arp ad 

895—907 Arpad ... son of Almos, descendant of Attila 
907—947 Zoltan ... son of Arpad 
947—955 Fajsz ... son of Jutas, son of Arpad 
9 5 5—972. Taksony ... son ofZoltan 
972—997 Geza 1 ... son of Taksony 
997—1001 Istvan T ... son of Geza; king of Hungary 1001 — 1038 

Kings of Hungary 

1001 — 1038 Istvan I ... former duke of Hungary 997—1001 
House of Orseolo 

1038—1041 Peter ... son of doge Ottone Orseolo of Venice by Maria?, daughter of Geza; deposed 
House of Aba (Kometopouloi?) 

1041 —1044 Samuel... son of (?) emperor Gavril Radomir of Bulgaria by daughter of Geza 
House of Orseolo 

1044—1046 Peter ... restored; deposed, died 1047/1059 
House of Arpad 

1046—1061 Andras I ... son ofVazul, son ofMihaly, son ofTaksony 
1061 —1063 Bela I ... brother of Andras I 

1063 — 1074 Salamon ... son of Andras I; associated 1057—1061; deposed, died 1087 
1074—1077 Geza I ... son of Bela I 
1077—1095 Laszlo I 4 ... son of Bela I 

1095 — 1116 Kalman, the Booklover ... son of Geza I; Croatia 1097—1116 
1116—1131 Istvan II ... son of Kalman; also Croatia 

1131 —1141 Bela II, the Blind ... son of Almos, son of Geza I; also Croatia 

1141 —1162 Geza II ... son of Bela II; also Croatia 

1162 Istvan III ... son of Geza II; also Croatia; deposed 
1162—1163 Laszlo II ... son of Bela II; also Croatia 

1163 Istvan IV ... son of Bela II; also Croatia; expelled; rival 1163 — 1165 
1163 — 1172 Istvan III ... restored 

1172—1196 Bela III ... son of Geza II; also Croatia 

1196—1204 Imre ... son of Bela III; associated 1183; also Croatia 

1204—1205 Laszlo III ... son of Imre; associated 1204; also Croatia 
1205 — 1235 Andras II ... son of Bela III; also Croatia; Galicia 1189—1190 

1235 — 1270 Bela IV ... son of Andras II; associated 1214; also Croatia 

1270—1272 Istvan V ... son of Bela IV; associated 1245; also Croatia 
1272—1290 Laszlo IV, the Cuman ... son of Istvan IV; also Croatia 

1290—1301 Andras III, the Venetian ... son of Istvan, posthumous son of Andras II; Croatia 1295 —1301 
1 Baptized Istvan. 

3 Originally named Vajk, canonized as saint 1083. 

4 Canonized as saint 1192. 



I. Mladjov, Page 3/4 


— Karoly Martell ... son ofking Carlo II of Naples by Maria, daughter of Istvan V; rival in 
Croatia 1190—1195 
House ofPferny si (Bohemia) 

1301 —1305 VenceL ... son ofking Vaclav II ofBohemia, son ofPremysl Otakar II by Kunigunda, daughter 
of Rostislav of Macva by Anna, daughter of Bela IV; Bohemia and Poland 1305 — 1306 
House of Wittelsbach (Bavaria) 

1305 — 1308 Otto ... son of duke Heinrich I of Bavaria by Erzsebet, daughter of Bela IV; deposed, died 1311 
House of Anjou (Naples) 

1308—1341 Karoly I Robert ... son of Karoly Martell; rival since 1301; Croatia 1301 —1341 

1341—1381 Lajos I, the Great ... son of Karoly I; also Croatia; Poland 1370—1381 

1381—1385 Maria ... daughter of Lajos I; also Croatia; deposed 

1385— 1386 Karoly II, the Short ... son of count Luigi of Gravina, son of duke Giovanni of Durazzo, 

brother of Karoly Martell; also Croatia; Naples 1381—1386 

1386— 1395 Maria ... restored; also Croatia 

House of Luxemburg (Bohemia) 

& 1387—1437 Zsigmond (Sigismund) ... husband of Maria; son of emperor Karl IV; also Croatia; Empire 
1410—1437; Bohemia 1419—1437 
House ofHabsburg (Austria) 

1438—1439 Albert (Albrecht II) ... husband of Erzsebet, daughter of Zsigmond; son of duke Albrecht IV 
of Austria; Bohemia 1437—1439; also Croatia and Empire 
1440 Laszlo V, the Posthumous ... posthumous son of Albert; also Croatia; Bohemia 1440—1457; 
deposed 

House ofjagiello (Poland-Lithttania) 

1440—1444 Ulaszlo I ... son of king Wladyslaw II of Poland; also Croatia; Poland 1434—1444 
House of Habsburg (Austria) 

1444—1457 Laszlo V, the Posthumous ... restored; also Croatia; Bohemia 1440—1457 
House of Hunyadi 

1458—1490 Matyas I, the Just , Corvin ... son of Janos Hunyadi; also Croatia 
House of Jagiello (Bohemia) 

1490—1516 Ulaszlo II ... son ofking Kazimierz IV of Poland by Erzsebet, daughter of Albert; also 
Croatia; Bohemia 1476—1516 

1516—1516 Lajos II ... son of Ulaszlo II; associated 1508; also Croatia and Bohemia 
House of Habsburg (Austria) 

1516—1564 Ferdinand I (Ferdinand I) ... husband of Anna, daughter of Ulaszlo II; son of king Felipe I of 
Castile; also Croatia and Bohemia; Empire 1558—1564 
— Janos I Szapolyai... son of Istvan Szapolyai; rival 1516—1540 
— Janos II Zsigmond ... son of Janos I; rival 1540—1571 

1564—1576 Miksa (Maximilian II) ... son of Ferdinand I; associated 1563; also Croatia and Bohemia, Empire 

1576—1608 Rudolf (RudolfII) ... son of Miksa; associated 1571; abdicated; also Croatia; Bohemia 1576— 

1611; Empire 1576—1611 

1608—1619 Matyas II (Matthias) ... son ofMiksa; also Croatia; Bohemia 1611 — 1619; Empire 1611—1619 

1619—1637 Ferdinand II (Ferdinand II) ... son of duke Karl II of Styria, son of Ferdinand I; associated 
1618; also Croatia and Bohemia, Empire 

1637—1657 Ferdinand III (Ferdinand III) ... son of Ferdinand II; associated 1615; also Croatia and 
Bohemia, Empire 

+ Ferdinand IV (FerdinandIV) ... son of Ferdinand III; associated 1647—1654; also Croatia 
and Bohemia 


5 Reigned under the name Laszlo. 
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1657—1705 Lipot I (Leopold I) ... son of Ferdinand III; associated 1655; also Croatia and Bohemia; 
Empire 1658—1705 

1705 — 1711 Jozsef I (Joseph I) ... son of Lipot I; associated 1687; also Croatia and Bohemia, Empire 

1711 —1740 Karoly III (Karl VI) ... son of Lipot I; also Croatia and Bohemia, Empire; Naples 1713 —1734; 

Sardinia 1713 —1720; Sicily 1720—1734 

1740—1780 Maria Terezia (Maria Theresia) ... daughter of Karoly III; also Croatia and Bohemia; Galicia 
and Lodomeria 1772—1780 
House of Habsburg-Lorraine (Austria) 

1780—1790 Jozsef II (Joseph II) ... son of Maria Terezia by emperor Franz I; also Croatia, Bohemia, 

Galicia and Lodomeria; Empire 1765 — 1790 

1790—1792 Lipot II (Leopold II) ... brother of Jozsef II; also Croatia, Bohemia, Galicia and Lodomeria, 
Empire 

1792—1835 Ferenc I (Franz I) ... son ofLipot II; also Croatia, Bohemia, Galicia and Lodomeria; Empire 
1792—1806; Austria 1804—1835 

1835 — 1848 Ferdinand V (Ferdinand I) ... son of Ferenc I; associated 1830; abdicated; also Austria, 
Bohemia, Croatia, Galicia and Lodomeria; abdicated, died 1875 
1848—1916 Ferenc Jozsef (Franz Joseph I) ... son of Ferenc Karoly, son of Ferenc I 6 ; also Austria, 

Bohemia, Croatia, Galicia and Lodomeria 

1916—1918 Karoly IV (Karl I) 7 ... son of Otto, son of Karoly Lajos, brother of Ferenc Joszef; also 

Austria, Bohemia, Croatia, Galicia and Lodomeria; deposed, died 1922 
1918—1920 (republic) 

1920—1944 (regency of Miklos Horthy de Nagybanya for the monarchy; deposed, died 1957) 

(republic 1944) 


6 The reign of Ferenc Jozsef was interrupted by a republican regime in parts of Hungary during 1849. 

7 Beatified 2004. 



